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“Who shall be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from the 
clory of his power.” —2 'Thes. i. 9. 
° @here is no portion of scripture, on which I once 
laced more dependence, in proof of the doctrine of 
everlasting misery, than the one just quoted. Pre- 
suming, that the reasons which have induced me to 
change my views of it, may be of some use in con- 
yincing others, that it affords no support to this dec- 
trine, A shall briefly state then for their candid con- 
sideration. They will be seen perhaps to most 
advantage, by considering, who the persons were, 
said to be punished ;—The time when this punishment 
took place,—And the nature and duration of it. A 
consideration of these three things, will lead us to 
bring the whole context into view in the course of 
our remarks. Let us then consider, 

ist. Who the persons were, who Paul said should 
be punished with everlasting destruction ? A correct 
understanding of the passage, depends on our asser- 
taining this. Most people would say, the persons to 
be punished with everlasting destruction, are all the 
wicked. But the passage does not declare any such 
thing, though in quoting some parts of it, persons fre- 
quently introduce the word all as an addition to it, no 
doubt to support their own views the more strongly 
from it.—the whole chapter makes mention of three, 
and only of three classes of persons, and one of these 
are the persons, who are said to be punished with 
everlasting destruction. 

Ist. The chapter makes mention of Paul, and Sy!- 
vanus, and Timotheus, as is seen from rerse Ist. 
The two later persous were with aul when he wrote 
the epistle, ana his mentioning them along with him- 
self, accounts for his speaking thtoughout the chapter 
inthe plural number. See verses 3, 4, 7, 10, 11. 
But, as they could not be the persons to whom a ref- 
erence is made verse 9th, and who are said to be 
punished with everlasting destruction, it does not de- 
serve further notice. 

2d. Another class of persons mentioned in the 
chapter, are the believing Thessalonians, or the 
church of God to whom Paul wrote this and the pre- 
ceding Epistle. This church was composed of be- 
lieving Jews and Gentiles, as is learned from the two 
Epistles and: from Acts xvii. But as no one would 
contend, that they are the persons mentioned verse 
ith, and said to he punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion, we are spared the labor of any remarks respect- 
ing this. 
3d. The third, and only other class of petsons men- 
tioned in the chapter we must endeavor to ascertain, 
lor whoever they were, they are the persons who in 
verse 9th, are said to be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord. It is ne- 
cessary then, that we examine this with scrupulous 
eareand attention. Who then were the persons ? 
If there be any difficulty now, in ascertaing who these 
Persons were, there could not be any in the days of 
‘he apostles. The apostle and the Thessalonians, 
‘0 their painful experience knew who the persons 
were, for they were those who troubled them as men- 
ioned verse 6th, and from whom their persecutions 
nd tribulations arose, verse 4th. Unless we con- 
‘end, that they did not know who were their persecu- 
‘ors, we must conclude, that this third class of persons 
Were well known to Paul and the Thessalonians. If 
ve then can ascertain with certainty, who persecuted 
the Thessalonians, we ascertain certainly who the 
Jetsons are, said verse 9th to be punished with ever- 

‘ung destraction from the presence of the Lord. 
aoe then were they? Can this be ascertained ? 

f answer yes, with mathematical, yea with Scrip- 
‘re certainty. Weshall proceed with care to show 


iis, 


.. ‘ ° ee 
‘is easily seen by consulting 1 Thes. ii. 14, 15, 


+h, t ‘ 
‘\ the ‘Thessalonians were persecuted or troubled 


— 





by their own countrymen. But whatever share they 
had in this, it is evident that the unbelieving Jews 
were the chief movers and ring-leaders in it. This 
is so apparent from Acts xvii. and particularly from 
verses 5—7, that no one-can dispute it. We think 
no one can have read the New Testament, but must 
have seen, that the unbelieving Jews were the unwea- 
ried petsecutors of Christians, in all places where 
they found them, as well as at Thessalonica. ‘That 
they were the persecutors of the Apostle and of the 
Thessatonian Christians is certain, for it is said in 
the last epistle Chap. i. 15, “ who hath killed the 
Lors Jesus, and their own prophets, and have perse- 
cuted us ; and they please not God and are contrary 
to all men.” 


Though these things are sufficient, in establishing, 
that the unbeliéving Jews are the persons whom the 
Apostle had in view, and who were to be punished wi h 
everlasting des'ruction, yet by attending to the who.e 
chapter, we shall find conclusive evidence of it. Paul 
throughout the chapter, speaks of the two last classes 
of persons, the Thessalonian believers and the per- 
sons from whom they suffered. Let us 


Ist. Review the whole chapter briefly, and see 
what he says concerning the Thessalonian Christians. 
In verse 6, Paul and those with him thank God be- 
cause their faith grew exceedingly, and the charity 
of every one of them all toward each other abounded, 
They gloried in them in the churches of God, for 
their patience, and faith in all the persecutions and 
tribulations which they endured, See verse 4: and 
the Apostle counted them worthy of the kingdom of 
God for which they suffered, verse 5; And they are 
informed verse €th, that God would 1ecompense trib- 
ulation to those who were, treubling them. What 
this trouble was is sétn from verse 4th,and Acts xvii. 
5—9, to be the persecutions endured by them. Com- 
pare also 1 Thes. 1). 14—17. At verse 10 lie informs 
them of Christ’s coming, and in verses ‘11, 12, prays 
that they may be counted worthy of his calling, and 
that Christ might be glorified in them. Such isa 
brief outline of the things which are mentioned in 
the chapter concerning the Thessalonians, and the 
sufferings which they endured. Let us uow, 

2d. Review the chapter, and see from whom these 
sufferings were endured, for it is evident that they are 
the persens, who are to be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord. Let us 
then here ask, 

Ist. Who shall be punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord? The plain 
answer to this question is given in verse &th.—They 
are those “that know not God and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” That this can oc- 
casion no difficulty to my views, is self evident, for the 
unbelieving persecuting Jews, certainly did not know 
God nor obey the gospel of Christ. Had they known 
God, and obeyed the gospel, they would not have per- 
secuted the Thessaloniau. Christians. Accordingly 
our Lord told his disciples, John xvi. 3, “ These 
things will they do unto you, because they have not 
known the Father nor me.” But we think it even 
affords some evidence that my view is correct, for the 
recompencing trivalation to them, or taking ven- 
geance on them that know not God and obey nat the 
gospel of Christ, is called, and that in reference to 
the temporal punishment of the Jews,—“ the days 
of vengeance that all things that are written may be 
fulfilled.” Luke xxi. 22. Compare also Luke xviii. 
7,8. Rom. xii. 19. Rev. vi. 10, and xix. 2. That 
the vengeance to be taken on them that know not 
God, and who shal) be punished with everlasting de- 
struction, refers to the same persons and to the same 
punishment will not be questioned. The connexion 
between 8th and 9th verses, clearly decides this. 

2d. At verse 6th, it is said, “ Seeing it is a right- 
ous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them 
that trouble you.” This part of the context affords 
some additional evidence, that the unbelieving perse- 
cuting Jews are the persons spoken of throughout the 





—— 


passage, and who were to be punished with everlast- 
ing destruction from the presenoe of the Lord. What 
God is here said to recompense, is called tribulation, 
and in Mat. xxiv. 29,the temporal misery which God 
was to bring on them is expressly called tribulation, 
and * great irtbulation, such as was not since the be- 
ginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shal! 
be.” Verse 21. Pauland our Lord speaking of the 
same people, and of the same punishment, use the 
same or similar language. This we merely notice as 
a coincidence of language, which considered in con- 
nexion with the other circumstances, corroborates 
the views we are advancing from this passage. B; 
troubling or persecuting Christ’s disciples, the Jews 
were to fill up the measure of their fathers, and thus 
bring on themselves such unheard of tribulations, aa 
are described by our Lord, Mat. xxiv. and alluded 
to by the apostle in this passage. : 


Sd. Observe further, that of verse 5th it is said 
“which is a manifest token of the righteous judge- 
ment of God.” <A question naturally occurs from 
these words,—what is a manifest token of the rght- 
eous judgment of God? The obvious answer to this 
question is found in verse 4. The persecutions and 
tribulations the ‘Thessalonians endured were a mani 
fest token of the righteous judgment of God. But 
this only provokes another question,x—A_ manifest 
token of the righteous judgment of God upon whom ° 
The answer to this question we have in verse 6th al 
ready noticed, “Seeing itis a righteous thing with 
God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble 
you.” Whoever troubled or persecuted the Thessa- 
lonians, their persecutions was a manifest token o! 
the righteous judgment of God to the persecutors ; 
or as it is expréssed in Phil. i. 28, “ which is to them 
an evident token of perdition.* Compare tire whole 
of this passage with the one before us. In both, the 
adversaries or persecutors of Christians are the per- 
sons spoken of, and the similarity of the language is 
apparent. What is called, “a manifest token” in 
the one, is in the other called, “‘an evident token ;”° 
and what is called perdition in the one, is in the oth- 
er termed “the righteous judgment of God.”—But i 
may probably be asked here—* how were the perse 
cutions of the unbelieving Jews a manifest or evident 
token of perdition, or the righteous judgment of God 
upon them ; and how did it become a righteous thing 
with God thus to recompense tribulation to them * 
Both of these questions are answered by Mat. xxiii 
34, 35, 86. * Wherefore, behold, I send unto you 
prophets, and wise men, and scribes; and some of 
them ye shall kill and crucify ; and some of them 
shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and persecute 
them frown city to city: That upon you may come 
all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the 
blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, 
sou of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple 
and the altar. Verily I say unto you, all these things 
shal) come upon this generation.” Let it be noticed 
here, that the unbelieving Jews persecuted or troub- 
led the Thessalonians. They were then pursuing the 
very course our Lord predicted in these verses, and 
by which they were to fill up the measure of their 
fathers. Such a course of eondnet, was an evident 
or manifest token, that upon them should come all the 
righteous blood shed upon the earth. Or, as Paul io 
his Ist epistle to the Thessalonians, chap. ii, 16, says 
of them—“ Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles, 
that they might be saved, to fill up theit sin always ; 
for the wrath is come, (or rather coming) upon them 
to the uttermost.” Was God unrighteous to take 
vengeance on such a nation as this, who had killed 
his prophets, crucified the Lord of glery, persecuted 
his apostles and disciples, pleased not God and were 
contrary to all men? Surely not, for even Titus, ac- 
cording to Josephus, allowed, tbat unless the right 
ous vengeance of God had fallen on such a genera- 
tion of wicked men he never could have taken the 
city. AN INQUIRER AFTER TRUTH. 


To be continued. } 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


BRIEF EXPOSiTOR|}---XO. 3. 


I pray for them; I pray not for the world.— 
John xvi. 9. 

Here, itis contended by many learned and pious 
men, the Saviour himself makes a positive difference 
between the eleet and the reprobates ; those whom 
he designs to save and such as were vot included in 
the covenautol mercy. For the one class, he prays, 
for the other he does not; and what ground of hope 
can those reprobates have, for whose salvation Jesus 
did not so much as pray to his Father? ‘lo which, 
with all frankness and soberness we reply, 

First. Uf it be granted thatthe Son of God was 
charged with an errand of mercy for the salvation of 
a definite number of individuals, elected from the 
great family of sinful children, and for their’s ouly, 
it would be perfectly proper that those individuals 
should be exclusively interested in bis prayers; and 
it would have been both preposterous and bhypocriti- 
cal to implore the blessing of salvation on those, 
whom he did not wish nor design tosave. Therefore, 

Secondly. If we can prove by this same prayer to 

the Father, that Christ actually interceded before 
the Throne, for others bestdes those included in the 
above petition, it will be evident that, the individuals 
there alluded to, were not the only ones he meant to 
save. This we can do, to the satisfaction of every 
reader not doubly hood-winked by bigotry and su- 
perstiion; for in the 20th verse he sai, * Newnes 
pray L tor these alone, but for them also whieh stati 
believe on me through their word ;** and in the next 
verse, that the world may believe that thou hast 
sent me.’ Hence by the besom of truth, that cob- 
web hypothesis, which has been so artfully wrought 
from these precious words of Jesus, is swept at once 
wo oblivion. If the prayer of Jesus be any evidence 
that those will be finally saved, for whom he solicited 
the divine blessing, there is just the same ground for 
others besides those of whom it is said, “L pray for 
them,” yes, and for the world too, that there is for 
thei salvation, 








Thirdly. By a candid consideration of our Lord’s | 


address to his Father, he is found to have proceeded 
much as we should expect, taking into view the sit- 
uation in which he was placed. He had just con- 


claded a very long and interesting discourse to his) 


apostles, which begins in the first part of the 14th 
chapter, and continues without much interruption to 
the end of the 16th; in which discourse, he delivers 
the most solemn warnings and salutary instructions 
to those, through whose tninistry, his gospel was to 
ve promulgated and established in the world. And 
as he was soon to be betrayed into wicke& hands, to 
ve crucified and slain, Jesus implored upon himself, 
his apostles and the world, a parting blessing. From 
the first to the filth verse of chap. xvii. the Saviour 
prays for himsetf, particularly ; from the 6th to the 
i9th, for his apostles; from the 20th to the 23d, he 
prays for others. that they might believe on him, 
through the ministry of his servants, not neglecting 
even the “the world ;’’ and from that to the close of 
the chapter, he returns again to himself and his 
messengers. Now what in the nature of things 
could be more orderly or more proper, than to pro- 
ceed in such a manner? ‘To be sure, he did not run 
vul Into quite so many Nice particulars as some do, 
in these days; but his petition was perfectly suited 
‘o the occasion, and exXpresssed the same benevo- 
fence towards the world, that, it did to the apostles. 
As Jesus was sent into the world to preach the gos- 
pel, even so, were they sent forth. Much, therefore, 
depended on their exertions in promoting the good 
‘t others, even the non-elect world. But even, if 
‘ie merciful S:viour was not so nice and curious in 
pinning out a long string of words and sentences, 
with little or no meaning or feeling, yet if his prayer 
ve justly called up to answer such vastly important 
joctrinal purposes, we should be glad to be inform- 
‘<d why our clergy do not follow his example, and 
pray, as they think he did. Is it not any thing but 
ingenuousness and honesty, to pretend to pray for 
‘he salvation of those whom they believe our Sa- 
viour neglected 2?) Reader. nance fora momen’, and 


} - Res 
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Lastly. 1f the prayer of Jesus is supposed to be 
unfavorable to certain classes and condiuons of men 
because he did not single them out, in distinction 
from others, why will it not militate as much against 
the sick—the mourners—the widows and fatherless, 
since those classes were not specified ? Or may we 
not go farther, and say, that according to that prin- 
ciple, Jesus must have been unfriendly to all the 
generations which had inhabited the earth before 
him, unless we allow that he included the dead, as 
well as thuse were then to be, in succeeding 
generations. But that too much is frequently made 
of such expressions as this, “I pray not tor the 
world,” meanivg, | do not pray for then now, and 
in the same manner that I do for my heralds, cannot 
be disputed by reflecting readers. 

CHRISTIANQS. 
——— 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


CHRISTIAN OPITULA% OR--NO. 20. 


Much has been said concerning the two malefac- 
tors, Who were crucified with our Saviour, to prove 


an eternal separation between the righteous and the. 


wicked. tis generaily contended that one of them 
met with an evangelical repentance a little before 
his death, and hac’ the assurance of eternal happi- 
ness i heaven ; but that the other remained uncon- 
verted and sinful, and passed from time into an 
eternity of misery. [t these things are clearly stated 
as facts in the sacred scriptures, it surely settles, at 
ence, the coniroversy about the fival saivation of ali 
men. Butif they are not, we conciude that those, 
who assert the above idea, do it too hastily, in the 
midst of then Zeal to maintain a favorite system, 
Let us examine the testimony of the Evangelists 
on this point, and see if we can, what (be true state 
of the case is. Four inspired historians have ce- 
scribed the iast suffering scene of the Soa of God, 
and all unire in asserting, that there were two male- 
factors ciucified with him. As to the conduct of the 
two thieves on this oceasion, two of the Evangelisis, 
Matthew and Mark, agree in stating, that both alike 
insulted our Saviour on the cross. See Matt, xxvii. 
44. “ The thieves also which were crucified with 
him. cast the same iv his teeth,” that the insulting 
scribes aud pharisees did. 
that were crucified with him, reviled him.” Here 
tivo witnesses agree exactly, as to the conduct of the 
two thieves, and declare that both of them united in 
reviling the Saviour. They make no distinction 
between their conduet, or thetr character, at all: 
inuch less do they assert, that while one remained an 


obstinate offender,and was doomed to endiess misery ; | 


the other became savingly converted, and was prom- 
ised a seatin beaven. But Luke gives us an addi- 
tional account. He says thatone of the malefactors 
railed on him, saying; if thou be Christ, save thy- 
selfand us. But the other answering, rebuked him 
saying, dost thou not fear God, seeing thou art in the 
same condemnation? And he said unto Jesus, Lord 
remember me, when thou comest into thy kingdom. 
And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, to- 
day shalt thou be with me in paradise. Jobn men- 
tions the circumstance of two thieves being crucified 
with Jesus, but is totally silent concerring any thing 
which passed between him and the malefactors. He 


does not so much as intimate that any conversation | 


took place between them. Let us try to draw up 


the amount of testimony upon this subject. 


pears that two criminals were crucified with Jesus; | 


that two witnesses unite in declaring that both reviled 
and insulted him;--that after this, one of them 
changed the tone of his language and spoke more 
respectfully ;—that he was promised being in para- 
dise, on that day, with our Lord. And the negiect 
of Matthew, Mark and John to mention the conver- 
sation, which took place between Jesus anc one of 
the malefactors, proves, to us at least, that it was 
not considered in so impurtant a light and involving 
such momentous consequences, as mahy suppose at 
this day. 

But passing by the sileuce of three out of four 
Evangelists, concerning the difference which took 
place in the language of the twothieves; let us ex- 
amine Tuke’s testimony upon this subject. It ap- 
pears that while all three were hanging upon the 


Mark xv. 32—Anau they | 


It ap- | 


— 


cross, one of the criminals, addressing Jesus, Says: 
“If thou be Christ save thyself and us;” the other 
exclaims, * Lord remei.ber me, when thou comes 
into thy Kingdom.” Jesus knowing that be was able 
to save himself and those suspended with him, saw 
that uf he should so do, the law and the pi ophets 
} would not be fulfilled, and remains silent as to the 
request of the former. But to the request ot ihe 
latter he could with the greatest propriety answer 
hun, by assuring him that to-day he should be wit) 
him i paradise. Surely, there is nothing here 
which seniences the oiber malefactor to endless mis. 
ery; and this fact ought to teach modern religionists, 
at least this useful lesson ;—not to be so wise above 
what is written, as to assert that he was sentenced ty 
a state of eternal perdition. Uulortunately for the 
advocates of endless punishment, the four Evange. 
lists give no intimation of the eternal damnation , 
that malefactor, Luke telis us it is true, that Jesys 
informed one that he should be with him i Paradise. 
but he is careful not to tmform us that he sentenced 
the other to endless ruin. To us it appears most 
probable that the Lord knew that both would go tg 
paradise ; and in consequence of this knowledge, he 
satisfied the 1 quisitive malefactor, by stating Ww bin 
that he should be with him. 


As for any evidence that one of the thieves was 
miraculously converted to christianity upon the cross. 
we have none. It does not appear trom any thig 
that is recorded of him. It is true, we find hun 
asking to be remembered by Chiist 3; but this is ay 
more than every man, in his senses, has as much 
desired in bis last moments, as the expiring nef 
If this is any evidence of a man’s salvation, all men 
will be saved. 


It may not, perhaps, be improper to remark here, 
that the verse containing the assurance to the thiel, 
that he should be in paradise, is wanting in many 
ancient copies of the New Testament, and is con- 
tended by many of the learned to be an interpola- 
tion. However this may be, one thing is certain; 
it affords no proot that the other thief was to be 
mace enclessly miserable, ORIGEN. 
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‘¢] AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.” 


RELIGIOUS AWAKENINGS. 

The calls, exhortations and admonitions of the gospel 
are addressed to the religious and irreligious ; but more 
St. Paul said to the 
| Romans, “ Now itis high time to awake out of sleep: 
| for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed”— 
Rom. xiii. 11. To the Corinthians his exhortation wa’ 
“ Awake to righteousness and sin not;” and to the 
Ephesians, “ Awake thou that sleepest and arise fiom the 


frequently perhaps, to the former. 





dead, and Christ shall give thee light”—1 Cor. xv. 34—- 
Eph. v. 14. From such language we are led to conclude, 
that those, who possess the means for acquiring religious 
‘instruction, and even such as make a profession of te 





Christian religion, a.e too much inclined to fall into 4 
careless and inactive state, rende:ing a religious awakel 
ing necessary. It will be our present object to poitt 
‘out several states and conditions of men, answering ! 


the above description. 

1. Those who are indifferent and unconcerned asi 
iespects the truth or untruth of Christianity, and the va 
rious aud conflicting doctiines, taught and professed i 
christendom, may be said to sleep, even while the sun ¥ 
rising and shining upon them. 

That people can, ut their pleasure, arrive to a full pe" 
suasion of the truth of any doctrine, is not pretended 
but every one might carefully inquire for the truth, 5° ~ 
not to be criminal in erro: ; though not so fortunate 25" 
Is it pot now high tio 





embrace the doctrine of Jesus. 


that such people, awake out of sleep, and begin a s¢* 
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present and future peace 
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2, Another class there is, composed of people mentally 
active and discerning, able to detect and expose both the 
-orruptions and abuses of christianity, who are conversant 
.n the scriptures and correct in theory, and yet, alas! 
they hold the truth in habitual unrighteousness; neglect 
and disobey the precepts of religion, and are a dishoner 
both tothe doctrine of truth andits earnest sentimental 
advocates and supporters. Such menhave a clear view 
“of the tree of life,” but are not prepared to partake of 
its “fruit.” They are like those who sleep while hungry 
and thirsty, and dream of eating and drinking at a table 
prepared in princly style; but lo! they awake unsatis- 
fed with a repast of dreams. May we not affectionate- 
ly say to such, “ Awake to righteousness, and sin not ; 
fox some have not this knowledge of God : I speak this to 
your shame.” 

3. Again there are others whose doctrine is sound, and 
their conversation commendable, and yet they are too 
indifferent as it respects the promulgation and spread of 
the truth, to use the means at theic command and exert 
themselves in united efforts to that end. Where societies 
have been organized, suitable punctuality is not always 
In other 
places, no Care is taken to organize societies ; to attend 
or support public worship; and an habitual indifference 
asto the sabbath and to the State of morals and of re. 
ligion, is the natural consequence. Others still, indeed 
there are, Who have been delivered from the bondage of 
false doctiine and the captivating charms of sins in gen- 
eral: but for reasons known only to themselves, end 


observed in continuing them in operation. 


which we do not pretend to judge, they refuse to co-ope- 
rate with those whose views are in unison with their 
own ; and lend their aid, influence and support, to extend 
and perpetuate the creedsand schemes of modern oitho- 
doxies. How they can feel justified in encouraging doc- 
tines which they dislike and in supporting missions 
whose natura] tendency is to drive light and liberty from 
the earth, we are unable to conceive. Such brethren may 
think they are very liberal and are doing much good in 
Is it not 
like the mizer who refuses to bestow favors where reas- 


tie world 5 but are they dreaming or wakeful ” 


onand compassion proffer their claiins ; but he dreams in 
his unsound sleep, of feeding andclothing the fatherless 
children, making the widows’ heart sing for joy. Let us 
remember, dear readers, that, as benevolent dreams will 
not administer relief to the sick, nor supply the poor with 
bread, so neither will the belief of the truth and the 
profession of universal benevolence, give adequate en- 
>yuragement & support to the cause, in the maintenante 
and defence of which, the conjoined exertions and central 
efforts, of all its friends, are required. 

The inducement to manly exertion is interesting and 
unportant ; “ for now is our salvation neerer than when we 
delieved.” Who will slumber in apathetic indifference, 
while the hour of deliverance draws nigh? What parent 
who had struggled to save his offspring from starvation, 
vould carelessly fall asleep, when expecting hourly to 
“9me into the possession of an independent fortune? 
Then let our hearts leap for joy and our conduct exhibit 
wakefulness, while we contemplate the glories of final 
Test and salvation. 








Extract of a Letter to the Editor, dated Biddeford, Marc! 
‘7, 1824; from the late Hon. Georce Tuarcner. The lan- 
suage seems to be patriarchal and prophetic; and the letter 
indicates a spirit of piety and benevolence, which does honor 
0 its venerable and much lamented author. 


“As 1 am now almost three score and ten years old, 
Tcannot calculate on many more years Or months. I] 
seem to have gone round the world since the year 1787. 
“fen T first entered upon public life, and have got back 
0 the place from which I started. Ihave seen all the 
srades of society, from the lowest to the highest, in ou: 
happy country. But I cannot say, with truth to my 
‘eclings, as one of the, patriarchs did, (who was much 
“e: and probably had travelled over a moch greate: 
“stent of country. and mixed with more nations an¢| 


19e8 than | have) that my days have been few and fuli 





and I have enjoyed much happiness, with very trifling of 


evil—sorrow none to be mentioned. Having mingled in 
society with those which are called the dregs or sediment, 
as well as with others, who assuming the highest places, 
might be denominated the froth or foam,—noting all the 
incidents as I passed through the political machine; yet, 
I saw nothing but original marks of infinite wisdom and 
goodness. ‘That which is called wickedness, sins, pains, 
&c. appeared, on careful and candid examinatien, to 
arise wholly from ignorance and error, and the want of 
proper education and government of the passions, which 
itis every man’s interest to remove and correct; all 
which may be affected, if people will pay due attention 
to early education, and not think themselves fully learn- 
ed, or beyond the reach of instruction, at too early an 
age. For the whole life of man is not too long a period 
for completing his education. If age is necessary to 
qualify for teaching, none are so old but that they may 
continue to learn, by observing the progress of the infant 
mind, and still applying that late knowledge to earlier 
acquirements—as the miser does his compound interest. 
“* Advanced in life as [ am, I have not lost my relish 
for reading, and for receiving instruction from those, who 
have things new as well as.old to teach; these are yet 
pleasurable circumstances. Yes, and every thing within 
my range of observations, contributes to make stronger 
and stronger convictions in my mind, that the human race 
are all designed for ultimate perfection and happiness. 
Every thing was made perfect in its kind, and is under 
laws and operations, tending to that glorious result.” 





The following extract, from Dr. Nicuors’ Sermon, delivered 
at Biddeford, is worthy of repeated perusal. So liberal are 
the sentiments of thatexcellent Discourse, that had we room, 
the extracts would be more copious. As aconsistent and de. 
cided Unitarian, Dr. Nichols holds to the necessity of reason- 
ing in matters of religion; denies the notion of “ total deprav- 
ity,” “the Trinity,” &. His views of “conversion and 
regeneration” may be seen below. We are extremely glad 
that the author of the Sermon should express his belief in the 
final misery or unutterable woe of some men ; for it will stop 
the mouths of gainsayers, and show that he is above the du- 
plicity which has been attributed to him, of professing one 
doctrine, and preaching another. We entertain an high opin- 
ion of Dr. Nichols’ sincerity and conasientiousness, in the 
principles of his profession. ‘ 


“ You may have been taught by the scriptures to consider 
man, as a proper subject of instruction, as well religious, as 
any other. You see no authority for distinguishing the gen- 
era] operation of gospel truth from that of any other trutlis. 
as to the time, or the mode, or the evidences of its success. 
It has not been proved to your minds, that our souls must be 
brought to a passive and unavoidable submission by an influ- 
ence from above, before the life of piety can commence within 
us. But all the influence to be expected from this quarter is 
concurrent, as you besieve, with the regular operations of our 
own conscience. You find, that we are exhorted to seek and 
to do the Divine will; are warned to commence a course of 
virtue and godliness in season. The utility of education, es- 
pecially early education, and means of various kinds are 
spoken of in scripture, as might have been expected, accord- 
ing to your views. While therefore, you admit, that sudden 
and violent impressions of a religious nature. are sometimes 
produced, youcannot cousider them as necessary in every in- 
stance. On the other band, the scriptures have led you to 
believe that the truths of religion may be silently and gently 
instilled into the mind, and exhibit uo other indications, than 
those you regard as the most decisive, the moral and chris- 
tian virtues. To confirm your ideas, you appeal to observa- 
tions of the sacred writers respecting conversion, regenera 
tion, renewal, and the like. ‘These are terms, you say, as 
important, in your view, as in that of any of your brethren 
But then you have seen reason to regretthe unscriptural ideas, 
which many have connected with them. On account of such 
mistakes, you may possibly manifest a preference to other ex- 
press'qus, which go back to the measing, which these origi- 
nally bore. By so doing however, you are sensible of the 
erroneous imputations, you are liable to incur, even with a 
portion of the serious and well disposed. For these are 
terms, they have been accustomed to venerate ;—and to ven- 
erate as the only adequate phraseology to express the truths, 
which are denoted by thein. And when they are not employ- 
ed, a suspcien will be apt to be entertained, that the truths 
themselves are considered as unreal or unimportant.” 


We cannot, in justice to our feelings, omit giving our reac- 
ers a specimen of the address by Kev. Mr. Titros, of Scarbo- 
rough, on presenting Mr. Tracy the Right Hand of Fel 
lowship, at his ordination. Mr. Tilton was independent and 
bold in his remarks; his style is elevated, and the sentiments 
evangelical. 

“ Wonderful in its nature, powerful and expansive in 


its influence and operation, is the spirit of enlightened 
christianity. Like the parental affection, it suffers no 





4 
; 


evil er sorrow. 


My life has been ecmparatively long, 


diminution in the multiplicity of suitable objects. It 





smiles at the impotence of sectarian fetters ; scons the 
distinction of party,—proselyting ambition; spurns the 
mask of hypociisy; and looks down the influence and 
folly of superstition. It acknowledges no local limits; 
but, in every place,and whatever country, in its own 
majestic independence,and heavenly wisdom, seeks to as- 
sociate, in entire and friendly fellowship, with all, who 
bear the impress of the Saviour. The light of its own 
countenance reflects a radiance on others. Even as iren 
sharpeneth iron, so does the face of a man, with a chris- 
tian spirit, enlighten the countenance of his fliend. True 
christian love is not an evanescent principle. It con- 
sumes not in the intenseness of its own heat; the fleods 
cannot quench it; time cannot dissolve it; death only 
hastens its consummation in the heavens. For this ex- 
press purpose the christian ministry was instituted. — Its 
work is confessedly arduous: and so deep and awful is 
its responsibility, that we are constrained, at the very 
threshold of office,to exclajm with the apostle, * Who is 
sufficient for these things?” Our support is primarily 
froin Him, whose giace is all sufficient, and who has 
promised us his presence and aid to the end of time.” 





The NortHern Assoctation of Universarists was holden at 
Whiting, Vermont, Cct. 1 and 2, 1823. The Discourses on 
the occasion, were delivered by Brothers Do/phvs Skinner, S. 
C. Loveland, Lemuel Willis, Aaren Kinsman and Rebhert 
Bartlett. Four young brethren were set apart to the werk ot 
the gospel ministry, viz. Asa Priest, C. R. Wursh, D. Skinner 
and L. Willis. The Circular Letter was written by br 
James Babbit ; and aithough it does not cheer our hearts by 
announcing great revivals of the doctrine of grace, in those 
parts of the heritage, it speaks of a gradual increase of gospel] 
light. The Association stands adjourned, to meet at W hite- 
hall, N. Y. on the first Wednesday and Thursday in Oct. 1824. 





Br. Epwasp Tuner, formerly of Charlestown, Mass. hae 
been invited by the Universalist Society in Portsmouth, N. H. 
to become their Pastor, and has accepted the invitation. 

TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS, 

“ ANTI-TRINITARIAN” is informed that his “Criticisms” 
are inadmissible, for the following reasons. First, be- 
cause he seems to treat 7riniiarians, as though it were 
a crime to be in error; and, secondly, because his argu- 
ments savor too much of a denial of Chiristianity, to he 
inserted inthe Christian Intelligenger. It must be xe 
membered that we wish to refute fal doctrines, to con. 
vince and benefit their abettors. 





fy NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS. 

The Editor takes this opportunity to express his acknow} 
edgements and sincere gratitude to all those subscribers who 
have complied with the conditions of this publication; and 
though unpleasant the task, Impekious Nrcrssity compels him 
to remind DELINQUENTS (especially those in anrears foi 
the seconp volume) that IMMEDIATE PAYMENT will be 
expected. If subscribers cannot make remittances for onr 
paper annually, how can the editar pay the Prinrer for rn 
or TweELVR HUNDRED? To prevent delays, remittances may be 
made, by mati, at our expense. 

il; We hope our AGENTS will not fai] to make us re- 
turns of those who are in arrears for the SECOND Vor- 
UME, a8 we cannot continue the Paper to them, after the 
completion of this volume, unless the Agents become 

\ESPONSIBLE fo: the whole amount. 


tient eee eee eee 
WIARRIED. 


In this town, by Elder S. Rand, Mr. Theopilus Hilton to 
Miss Lucy C. Boston. 

By Rev. Mr. Ripley, Mr. Ephraim S. Avery to Miss Eleanor 
Gardiner. 

By Rev. Mr. Streeter, Mr. Alexander J. Hanes to Miss 
Hannah 6. Dudiey.—Mr. George H. Estell to Miss Sophia 
Sears, of Bridgton. 
LS LS TL I ET ES 

DIi.D, 

In this town, Mr. Edmund March, son of Capt. J. March, 
of Falmouth, aged 26.—Miss Mary Ann Merrill, daughter ot 
Mr. Francis Merrill, aged 20. 

In Biddeford, on Tuesduy morning last, Hon. GEORGE 
THACHER, late Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of 
Massachusetts, aged LXX. 

In Poland, 31st ult. Jostan, son of Hon. Josiah Purn, 
Jr. agec 19 years. In him the parents feel the loss of a wor- 
thy and dutiful son; and deeply deplore his early exit He 
Sit _ at the approach of death, and left the world without a 
sgh. 
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“ Balfour's In quiry.” 


7A few copies of Mr.“ Batrourn’s INQUIRY,” re- 


main on hand, which may be had at the subscription pice, 








32 00, if called for immediately, as the subscription pe pew 
is not yet returned. . , 
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How lovely in the’arch of heaven, 
Appears you sinking orb of light, 
As darting through the shades of even, 
It wilds the risiutg shades of night! 
Yet brighter, fairer, shines the tear 

Ty e a Pee , * * , . 
hat trickles o’er misfortune’s bier. 


Sweet is the murmur of the gale, 
That whispers through the summer grove : 
Soft is the tone of friendship’s tale, 
Aud softer still the voice of love: 
Yet softer far the tears that flow 
To mourn—to soothe another’s woe 


Is there a spark in earthly mould 
Fraught with one ray of heav'nly fire 

Does man one traitof virtue hold, 
Which even angels must adinire ? 

That spark is Pity’s radiant glow; 

That trait, the tear for other’s woe! 


‘To sink in nature’s last decay, 

Without a friend to mourn the fall 
‘To mark its embers die away, 

Depior'd by none—unwept by all- 
"This, this is sorraw’s darkest hour, 
Where tempests beat, and thunders roat 


‘Take wealth—I know its paltry worth; 
Take honor—tt will pass away ; 

Take power—I scorn the bounded earth; 
Take pomp —its trappings soon decay ; 

But spare me, grint me Pity’s tear 

‘Lo soothe my woe, and mourn my bier. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
TIE MORALIST----NO. 5. 


To be morally honest or upright is an attainment 
of the highest practical importance. An honest man 
is something more than human; for he is * the 
noblest work of Gop.” Happily for individeals, 
aud for community, a strict adherence to justice and 
equity, ia the commerce of life, requires no aban- 
donment of personal interest, properly so called ; for 
one’s real interest, when the whole truth is known, 
is inseparably connected with doing eht. Fo deal 
justly is a third part of the whole duty of man; and 
an attempt to delineate all the relations and bearings 
of that virtue at this time, would indicate Panity. 
Moral uprightness iu our conduct, is essential to the 
character of a good man ora christian. This is a 
principle that diffuses itself through the whole moral 
system.  Destitute of it, the most pompous profes- 
sions are artificial nothings. The external phiz of 
piety and sanctity, where dishonesty of heart pre- 
vails, is calculated to deceive the beholder, but can- 
not benefit the dissembler. It is putting the head of 
un angel to the body of a demon. 

If dishonesty and treachery be inexcusable in the 
world’s people, how dreadful do they appear in God’s 
chillren 2 While such as are only earth-born, and 
act with reference to the effects of actions in time, 
are under obligations to be morally upright, with 
what awful scrupulousness should these move for- 
ward in the path of duty, who profess to have been 
horn from heaven, and who act under a responsibili- 
‘y for eternity? But instead of this, it seems as 
though the conversions did, in too many instances, 
confer a spiritual license to serve the demon of dis- 


iiouesty, uoder the cloak of religion, ‘Thousands 
wre fattening in loxury and princely elegancies, 


though devout professors of piety, the resources of 
whose sumptuous livings, were accumulated by the 
most unj ist speculations and frauds. Or should T be 
esteemed severe in saying, that no dependence is to 
bo put upon mast professors’ honesty, above the gen- 
eral mass of community? Aud what apology does 


it afford to a man of real principle and honor, who 
has been defrauded of his just earnings by those 





graceless professors, for them to pretend that they 

have better motives in their dishonoroble transact- 

ious, than the merely moral have, in those which are 
honorable and praise-worthy ? ~Let us strive to deal 

justly and love mercy. N 

STE TE OTE ET TITLE, 

WISCELLANEOUS. 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM. 

Extract of a Speech, delivered at an aggregate meeting of 
the Roman Catholics of Cork, by Cuartes Purieips, the 
celebrated Irish Orator. 

“This hostility of her sects has been the disgrace. 
the peculiar disgrace of Christianity. The Gentoo 
loves his cast, so does the Mahometan, so does the 
Hindov, whom England, out of the abundance of her 
charity is about to teach her creed ;—I hope she may 
not teach her practice. “But Christianity, Christiani- 
ty alone exhibits her thousand sects, each denouncing 
his neighbor here, in the name of God, and damning 
thereafter out of pure devotion! “ You’re a heretic,” 
says the Catholic; * You’re a Papist,” says the Pro- 
lestant; “I appeal to Saint Peter,” exclaims the 
Catholic, “I appeal to Saint Athanasius,” cries the 
Protestant; “ and if it goes to damning, he’s as good 
as any saint in the calendar.” ‘You'll be danined 
eternally,” moans out the Methodist; “I’m the 
elect!” ‘Thus it is, you see, each has his anathema, 
his accusation and his retort, and in the end Religion 
is the victim! The victory of each jis the overtlirow 
of all; and Infidelity, laughing atethe contest, writes 
the refutation of their creed in the blood of the com- 
batants! I wonder if this reflection ha ever struck 
any of those reverend dignitaries who rear their mi- 
tres against Catholic emancipation, Has it ever 
glanced across their Cliristian zeal, if the story of our 
country sould have casually reached the valleys of 
Hindostan with what an argument they are furnishing 
the heathen world against their sacred missionary ? 
In what terms could the Christian ecclesiastic answer 
the Eastern Bramin, when he replied to his exhorta- 
tions in language such as this? “ Father, we have 
heard your doctrine: it is splendid in theory, specious 
in promise, sublime in prospect; like the world to 
which it leads, itis rich in the miracles of light. But, 
Father, we have heard that there are times when its 
rays vanish and leave your sphere -in darkness or 
when your only lustre arises from meteors of fire, and 
moons of blood: we have heard of the verdant isl- 
and which the Great Spirit has raised in the bosom of 
the waters with such a bloom of beauty, that the very 
wave she has usurped worships the loveliness of her 
intrusion. The sovereign of our forests is not more 
generous in his anger than ber sons; thesnow-flake, 
ere it falls on the mountain, is fot purer than her 
daughters; little inland seas reflect the sp!endors of 
her landscape, and her valleys smile at the story of 
the serpent! Father, is it true that this isle of the 
sun, this people of the morning, find the fury of the 
ocean in your creed, and more than the venom of 
the viper in your policy? Is it true that for six*hun- 
dred years, her peasant has not tasted peace, nor her 
piety rested from persecution? Oh! Brama, defend 
us from the God of the Christian! Father, father, 
return to your brethren, retrace the waters; we may 
live in ignorance, but we live in love, and we will not 
taste the tree that gives us evil when it gives us wis- 
dom. ‘The heart is our guide, nature is our gospel ; 
in the imitation of our fathers we found our hope, 
and, if we err, on the virtue of our motives we rely 
for our redemption.” How would the missionaries 
of the mitre auswer him? How will they answer 
that insulted Being of whose creed their conduct car- 
ries the refutation? Butto what end dol argue with 
the Bigot ?—a wretch, whom no philosophy can hu- 
manize, no charity soften, no religion reclaim; no 
miracle convert ; a monster, who, red with the fires 
of hell, and bending under the crimes of earth, erects 
his murderous divinity upon a throne of sculls, and 
would gladly feed even with a brother’s blood the can- 
nibal appetite of his rejected altar! His very inter- 
ests cannot soften him into humanity. Surely, if it 
could, po man would be found mad enough to advo- 
cate a system which cankers the very heart of society, 
and undermines the natural resources of government; 

















which takes away the strong. st excitement to indus- 


try, by closing up every avenue to laudable ambition: 








which administers to the vanity or the vice of a party; 
when it should only study the advantage of a people; 
and holds out the peiquisites of state as an impious 
bounty on the persecution of religion.” 





Inefficocy of Formal Prayer.—In one of the as- 
semblies in America, during her war with Great 
Britain, wherein there was a majority of Presbyteri- 
ans, a law was proposed to forbid the praying for the 
King by the Episcopalians, who however, could no, 
conveniently omit that prayer, it being prescribed in 
their-Liturgy. “Dr. Franklin, one of the members, 
seeing that such a law would occasion more distur- 
bance than it was worth, said that he thought it quite 
unnecessary, for, added he, ‘those people have, to 
my certain knowledge, been praying constantly these 
twenty years past, that God would give the King and 
his council wisdom, and we all know that not the 
least notice has ever been taken of that prayer ; so 


that it 1s plain they have no interest in the court of 


heaven.’ The house smiled, and the motion was 
dropt.—Franklin’s Memoirs, vol. i. p 699. 





Extract from Witiiam Penn’s Address to Protes 
ants—Part 2d, 1679. 

* But the next proof of the prevalency of humar 
authority among us Protestants, is the great powe) 
and sway of the Clergy,and the People’s reliance 
upon them for the knowledge of Religion and the 
way of Life and Salvation.—This is such plain fact, 
that every parish, more or less proves it. Is not 
Prophecy, once the Church’s, wow engrossed by then: 
and wholly in their hands? Who dare publicly 
preach or pray, that is not of that class or order ° 
Have not they only the keysin keeping? May any 
body else pretend to the power of absolution or ex- 
communication, much less to constitute ministers? 
Are not all church rites and privileges in their cus- 
tody 2? Don’t they make it their proper inheritance : 
Nay, so much larger is their empire than Cesar’s, 
that only they begin with births and end with burials 
—men niust pay them for coming in and going out 
of the world. To pay for dying is hard? Thus 
their profits run from the womb to the grave, and 
that which is the loss of others, is their gain, and a 
part of their revenue. Both lives and deaths bring 
grist to their mill, and toll to their exchequer, for 
they have an estate in us for our lives and an heriot 
at our deaths. 

“Thus the Ciergy are become a sort of inediators 
between Christ and us, that as we must go to God 
by Christ, so we must come to Christ by them, 
They must be it seems, like the High Priest 
under the Law, who only entered into the Holy of 
Holies ; whose lips preserved knowledge ; and by 
them we must understand the Divine Oracle—as i! 
the mysteries of salvation were not to be entrusted 
with the vulgar; or that it were a kind of profana- 
tion to expose them to their view, and the only way 
to make them cheap and contemptible to suffer every 
Christian to have the keeping of them; though they 
belong to’every Christian. But this language,thanks 
be to God, is that of human authority, that would 
magnify the mysteries of salvation by the ignorance 
of those that should know them, as if the gospel 
dispensation were not that of full age, but infancy 
or minority. 

“Tis prodigious to think what veneration the 
priesthood have raised to themselves, by their usurp- 
ed commission of aposileship, their pretended suc: 
cessions, and their clink clank of extraordinary or- 
dination. 4 priest, a God on earth, a man that has 
the keys of heaven and hell; doas he says er be 
damned! What power like to this? The ignorance 
of the people, of their title and pretences, hath pre- 
pared them to deliver up themselves into their hands, 
like a crafty usurer, that hedges in the estate on 
which he has a mortgage; and thus they make 
themselves over in fee to the clergy, and become 
their proper patrimony, instead of being their care, 
and they the true ministers or servants of the peo- 
ple.” 





THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER 
1S PUBLISHED EVERY OTHER SATURDAY MORNING; 
AT No. 6, EXCHANGE-STREET, 
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